INSERT DATE

INSERT NAME/TITLE OF LEGISLATOR
INSERT ADDRESS
Dear Representative INSERT LAST NAME,

As a licensed audiologist and one of your constituents, I am contacting you to urge you to co-sponsor and support the Hearing Aid Tax Credit, H.R. 1479, which would provide a tax credit of up to $500 per hearing aid, available once every 5 years, towards the purchase of a hearing aid for: 

· Individuals age 55 and over, 

· Those purchasing a hearing aid for a dependent child. 

For the 34 million Americans with a hearing loss, 95 percent can be treated with hearing aids. However, the average cost of treatment is more than $1,500 per ear, and Medicare excludes coverage as do most insurance policies. As a result, millions of people simply can't afford hearing aid treatment. 
Because H.R. 1479 includes an annual gross income eligibility cap of $200,000, it will ensure that only those who truly require financial assistance with hearing healthcare receive it and will not provide unnecessary benefits to those who don’t. It is imperative to provide citizens with an affordable means of treatment for hearing loss, which is why the passage of H.R. 1479 or similar legislation is both immediately critical and long overdue. 

Today’s hearing aid technology, coupled with the quality patient care provided by qualified audiologists, can significantly mitigate the negative impacts of hearing loss for the vast majority of Americans who suffer with it. Research studies have indicated that the use of hearing aids by individuals with hearing impairments improves quality of life and reduces societal costs of caring for those with hearing loss.  

Please contact me for more information about my personal experiences in serving those with hearing loss and for some examples of how this legislation can help my patients and your constituents.

Respectfully,

INSERT YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION
